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Course Description 
The aim of this course is to shed light on the EU’s new industrial policy. Adopting a general definition, 
‘Industrial policy’ in this course will refer to policies for economic restructuring and technological 
innovation undertaken by public authorities – at state and European level – in strategic cooperation with 
private actors. This course will put forward the argument that during the 1990s there was a sort of 
‘suspension’ of industrial policy in the EU, as the completion of the Single Market and the launch of the Euro 
absorbed the majority of efforts of European institutions. However, the slow economic and productivity 
growth of the most important EU economies and the declining competitiveness of European industries in 
relation to their American and Asian counterparts, provided an impetus for renewing industrial policy 
efforts. 
 
Course Outline 
1. Theory: Some recent definitions of Industrial Policy 
2. History: Industrial Policy in Europe – From National Champions to Competition Policy and back 
3. The EU response in the 21st Century – An outline of the new Commission Communications 

on «Industrial Policy in an Enlarged Europe» (2002-2005) 
4. The age of «European Champions» and the EU’s competitiveness troubles 
5. The «Lisbon Strategy» (2000-2010): what was achieved and what was supposed to be achieved 
6. The Small Business Act, SBA (2008) : a general overview 
7. Toward a «New Colbertism»? 
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